
On behalf of British fantasy fandom we offer our sincere sympath
ies to our American brothers-in-spirit who are now being faced withvdti 
some of the trials and tribulations, we over here have already experie
nced, and also doubtless, some of their very own* We hope that the ess
ential spirit of fantasy fandom will remain, in spite of the difficult- 
ties now arising; and that the mental adventurer will still be able to 
plumb his uncharted course through the enchanted Cosmos, regrdless of 
mere mundane affairs.

But how will you in America be affected? The first result may be 
something of a blessing in disguise, namely the drastic reduction of the 
number of fantasy magazines. We venture to suggest the almos t-immediate 
halving of the field with then a gradual pruning down to ..about a quarte: 
of the present spa^e - about fivemraaga zines in all. Certain authors with 
service connections and younger writers of call-up age are sure t* with 
draw entirely from stf ken, but the mean standard of writing will undo
ubtedly improve as the competition gets keener for the smaller number 
of pages to be filled. But VSA will not have the paper problems Britain 
having to import her complete supply, has had, and.the fantasy magazim 
is hardly likely to disappear entirely.

Ban productions are in another boat, .entirely. So long as some paper,inh 
and stencils are availble, as they surely will be, the primary conside- 
ration will be the continued presence of of the amateur publisher. Anc 

‘ here we are somewhat pessimistic. We fear that many of the foremost fi- 
x ' gures in American fandom will be snatched away ra/pidly by the clutchin.

claws of conscription. Thou^i quite a few have been rejected already fc 
. medical reasons we imagine these verdicts will soon be reviewed in some 

way. So very soon, the 20-25 age group of fandom will be drastically de
pleted; leaving fandom in the hands of a few, very few, older people - 
largely withdrawn from active participation - and the up-and-conings.

Therefore we would prophesy a continuation of fanmaggery, thou! 
with a drop in standard; in brief a return to an earlier and less soph
isticated stage of fandom. But a great diffference will be the measure 
of control effected by the recent tendency towards rational arganisi-n ■ 
of fandom as an organic whole. -A.--'.

In any .case you have our best wishes. Long may fans read, writ; 
and correspond. • . "
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PROLOGUE And so we try an entirel/ different method of producing "Fido" 
a method sans elaborate lummying - not that we ever did anyth

ing very involved - whish will enable us to get on with the job at those 
odd intervals available throughoit the month, whenever sufficient suita
ble material is available. Thus re will never know just what will be in 
the completed copy, or indeed, wfcat it will look like. Jut we shall, we 
sincerely hope, have a little mom time to ourselves. Your indulgence is 
requested- hut we feel certain ou? position will be fully understood by 
all our friends t.

And if the finished product is somewhat similar to Bob Tucker’s 
”Le Zombie"; as we have a sneaking suspicion it might be, we apologise!'

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO Messrs A. R. Biri, 66 Chandos Place, London W.C. 2, are 
AMERICAN PROZINES able tp place subscriptions to the following half-dan.

“ fantasy magazines’, Astounding Science Fiction, 16/-;
Famous Fantastic Mysteries, 7/6; W^rd Tales, 8/6; Amazing Stories',19/- 
Thrilling Wonder Stories, 16/-; and Startling Stories, 9/6. All prices' 
,?r_e .for a years subscription. There ;b nib limit to the orders they can 
taze, and it wi’ll probably take ahou; eicht or nine weeks after placing 
an order before you receive your first issue. Bcn’t all rush at once.

IORBOhLETTER "Lien .about Town L ept11
Bill Temple, with Joan, vliited London on his last leave, 

camping cut in the debris of their Wembley htme. When Sna^iurst and I 
net him, he was still complaining bittefiy about army life. Can’t under
stand why. Me. I'd just passed a delightful afternoon washing down walls 
and cleaning out the lavatory.

Later we picked up Harry Chibbett, drppped him hastily, ran 
into Frank Arnold in a Fleet Street milk-iive, apologised and stayed till 
after ten pm. while Sna hurst told us about sex.'

londcnletter, and its scribe, nearly came to an abrupt end 
last week, when lorry I was on decided to loie control on a hill/run up 
a banking, climb a telegraph pole, and miss another lorry by about a se
cond, scattering the lead on to the tarmac with, nice resounding thuds.. c 
Load was five tons cd bombs. . Sidney L. Birchby.

Chanqe of address A. Bewick is now at 3 Boy Laie, Wheatley, Halifax*

This Month’s Howler A slight mix-up in his knowledge of British Fantasy 
has caused Bonald Tuck of H chart, Tasmania, to tive

C. S. Youd promotion. In his fanzine "Profan" Bon refers to the pre-war 
British prozine "FANTAST" and mentions Youd as izs editbro No, Bon, our 
°amivel has only edited his own fanzine "Fantas:", cr maybe you are be
ing prephetic!

S.O.S. Bept Renny Renniion very anxious to set bock his copy of the Ann- 
issue of Spice ways 9 sent "on the rounds" Who is the culprit?
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AND THEN THERE WAS---- ONE LESS Yet another of cur

stalwarts dons khaki and departs for pastures new. This tine ’tis Kenneth 
Bulmer of Hi h Street, Lewisham? London; who is due to join the Royal Sig
nals on the 27th of November. We Weep for this will nean the enforced su
spension of STaR PaRADE, after the issue enclosed with this nailing,a less 
which will be felt deeply throughout fandon in thia country.

Ken hinself is a*comparatively new and young fan, although he has 
been reading science fiction for quite a while. Actually he came into the 
wondrous circle of An^lofandon about a year ago, the sad result of recei
ving a sample copy of "Fido”. In that short tine he has rapidly worked to 
the fore as a competent all-rounder - publisher, writer, artiat and lite- 
rat eur - of proved ability. He has suffered one of the greatest possible, 
of all blows under which a stfan can stagger when his entire collection - 
together with his home - waa blown to bits during one of the blitz’s. Re- 

.<• ccverin g. gallantly, Ken plunged into the whirl of active fandon, and all 
will be sorry to see him go for a while.STaR PaRaDE has formed its own niche and developed its own personal
ity till it was perfectly capable' of standing on its own feet as a separ
ate production; in fact superior to quite a few issued in America, and 
alleged by their perpetrators to glorify the sacred.name of fanzine. Ano
ther casuality will be FANTASY POST, whose first issue proved the need of 
a reprint digest to keep Ajgglofans in touch with contemporary thou^it ac
ross the water. Lore the breakup of the rapidly developing team of Arthur 
Williams and Ken Bulmer may have repercussions . on the former’s productions 
as well.

, ‘As usual, on behalf of all .our clientele, we wish our would-be warr
ior all the best of luck, good reading and happy landings.

Cover Cenments from Woof Temple: These "Dream Landscapes” of Harry’s are 
real little works of art. Tell him to let his imagination have an even 
looser rein - and s ee what-happens’. Images, symbols, forms, shapes,beyond 

"our comprehension - and why should the viewpoint be strai $it-forward? Go 
off level, lock from below or any an^.e, or even from inside! Or do I know 
what I’m talking about? • , •

JUST RBOEIVED from Los Angeles is a most interesting-little booklet enti
led ’’The Discovery of the Future”. It is a transcription of the recording 
of Robert Heinlein’s speehh at the Denver Convention. Copies enou h have 
been sent to cover a fair proprtion of British fandom, which fact alone is 
enough to. tell you that it is produced by Forrest Ackerman. Half-foolscap 
format, it contains in 18 pages a word for word account; produced with he 
aid -of Walt Dauh-^rty ’ s recording; of Heinlein’s advice to stfans and ev
aluation of the sociological si mificance of science fiction.

Which leads us to quote a brilliant suggestion by the Smith;
"I think the best way to acknowledge what he (Ackerman) has done for us, 
and is doing for us, would be to wait until things have settled down a 

. little after the war and invite him over here as our guest, pay ng all ex
penses. Providing that .the post-war depression hasn’t hit us too hard, it 
should be within- the bounds of possibility to raise -the wind from amongst 
the older fans, for it is a far.more worthy cause than the usual piffling 

■ little trifles - (editorial aside - this b- machine is up to its tricks ag-
■ gain) with which- we concern ourselves< There are, of cou

rse, so nahy things that mi tit happen to interfere with carrying this plan
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’’merely by sending me 1 or less 
any denomination . ••
TIK-TaCKS
RETURNS

INTO execution that it would be folly to make any promises, now .. but it 
mi "ht be borne in mind" Sounds a very toed idea to me, De Ray Smith, and 
one ”hich ought to be within the bounds of possibility.
BSFWRS Julian Parr sends the following conmunique,

(a) all recipient-members.of. the ->SFTOS.who wish.to.dispose maos 
received through it (because (i) they’ve .already read them, or (ii) they’ve 
read them and do not intend to save them) please send ’em to us, and we 
w’ll see that they are redis tribute^ to needy fans or to the SFExchange.

(b) Johnny Cunnhn^iam tells, me that fans may pay for their mags
2 _ - 5 than 1 shilling in unused G--.B. stamps of

that stamps will be sold to collectors."
■> Yes my dears, TT is coming back but this time under the ae 4s
“ of L/Bdr Carnell, E.J. otherwise known as Ted.-He wants me to 

inform all you lucky people-that he hopes tn have. a couple of 
sides in ti e next mailing, and is as usual, requesting material -- cont
roversial .chunks concerning the twins, and any other matuers.
Ted also appends; "Had an interesting meeting with Art Clarke last oun- 
dav. He is stationed about 20 miles from, me, and came over to this camp 
on a biJce. °pent most of thevday with me, mainly in the office where I am 
aVn working for the tine bein^. "hades of the Past - but it was. y.od 
to’ see him. "e want to know if this is the first inter-station meeting 
of any fans in Britain." Well I’m not quite sure,_Eric koss whilst des
patch riding met an ex-member of the Leeds SFL in Plymouth 1-st yearr ut 
on^ "Ex-Tin-Tacker Don Dcu'hty has now get to hewcastle-upori-iyne, 
what is the Davy up to, these days?

Ken Bulmer informs us that Olaf Stapledcn’s "Starmaker’’ has now been 
published at 2/.-. Thanks Ken, we were not aware of it.
What about those chain-letters re the proposed iuturian Society of Great 
Britain? How can we .get any further forward if they are not sent•rack-oc 
far only three cut of seven have returned to the fold, guilty chains e- 
ing. the Fido-coedi.tcrs, S-uth Coast, Lancashire and Scottish, rleasesenc. 
them on, whoever has them.
Another ohsO of address. Janes Parkhill Kathbcne. is now to be found c/o 
hrs Briggs, 34 Clapgate Road, _>ushey, Herts. He hopes to ?w informed ci 
any fan happening in the London area.
Horace Vella of 17 Altreave St, Farringdon Road, London W.C.L states ihat 
he is always willing to hear from anybody, anytime, who is willing to 
sell books -or magazines, relating to science fiction, or fantasy.

NOW as to this issue of FIDO - ’tis a poor thing but mine own., seems to _ 
be about the best thing I can say about it. ’ twas produced in a couple , 
of short sharp rushes, ffer I seem to have had even less time than V*ual 
this month. About this matter of time, the date of publication of FibO 
is being altered to later in the month from now on - probably about the 
15th: this is.so that it will no longer clash with two-other end-ofnacih 
responsibilities I have. So now you know. Sunscriptions exprrin , yf/hwitn 
th’s -5ssue are those of A. C. Clarke, D.kollwain, J.Parr, T.Overt on,,E.C . 
Williams(5) .J.Gibson, and A.V.Clarke. Please renew promptly & help-me.
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Anonqst ng Postbag deeply re-ret that the following letters c 
answered individually and sc I ms-Jt-a 

the collective space .1)..R.Snith , no need to, send anything - 
can send a book etc direct; B.F.Russell, thanks indeed 
n’t heard iron your Yank as yet; W.F.Tenple, -lad to know* 
living; xt. G.uedhrst (pc ) Thanks, where’s Bib 3? Ju?, tan p?-=- 
recieyed, thanks; D.Houston, thanks fey birthday "greeting 

. — ---  ... „B ; .(SXpSCt
_ - . could’nt reply'/c
ihe rest of you I hope to deal with prcuerlv

tten HW re S; A. J.Busby, best of luck with the Mol 
sures when I remember; R.Johnson, sr.rrv 
tine* letter, r- - -----

■BOOK-REVIEW

c
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“After This" by 'Ryland Kent (Hodder & STov.-*iton 1940 8/3) 
What awaits us in the world beyond? Lakes, one think of "Outward.

-^und" does’nt it? And so does this bock a?.] the way th/tu&e a sM^nad 
r.f humans are hurled into eternity by an explosion and low- n'p“°‘x 

:-a~erdeath experiences of quite a few Individuals oav
phe. The work is stated not to be In support of an 
doctrine and it obviously tries hard n^t to offend 

:»d result cf extreme wi shy - washy na as.. All are good 
is on the way. But where is 
tolerance and civilisation, 
today is trying to hejpp the 
do it through the medium of fantasy.

- PRESS

glossed over,. Still .it 
someone with a message still in 
world along. But I wish-he hadn’t

. /he
ri the catastro-
£tus or occult 

W. With the’ expect 
really; and everyone 

;s a brave try for 
advance of 

sen to

STOP
Latest news and second _thoush.ee received on Lee. 3rd. and drowdb 

XjM ou>-s<®»- -reviews of Yank fanzines. Both Ted Carhell and Kenny Ren- 
in=?LnTL^Sn havi? V ’eo<1 aoliri think ahout theiir respective pubi- 
innA £er rs7,:lvin'’ nattora f°r * ocsiclerable tine in that Bi** 
L ll(?u Kan^nhas cone to a fairly definite conclusion "From-now ' 
on’ 1’11)0. It becomes ah independent ’ Zin© ' (Heavens . thats 2
-following ZENITH’s example, what are wo doing to fandom?) ..feature 
stor.es articles poems otc. and NOT news and reviews. 'The latter will 
still appear in a two-side COSMOS SUPPLEMENT with FIDO which will cont 
tinue to appear as long as possible" Only two issue of new ’zine to 
appear, 10 sides, full size ’nap and sell for 3£d per copy. Further 
details will ne appearing later. •

.New for Ted; "Firstly, I’m not going to continue TT, 
or as Don used to run it. I feel it was his and anythi 
not be the same ... Therefore it has to be different-, 
well start off with all my own ideas. Here it is r.;,__
sheet dealing mainly with the Street and .Smith twinsL My 
it is S&S which is where the title originated"

Getting quite exciting, all this fanzine activity. „vw,u
like to say that FIDO’s .sheets ar0 .dwindling ominously. JSomfc newcomers 
look like being very welcome, eh me-ssrs Lirchby, glbscn and Tucker,or 
anybody else who would like a go at any time. Winh reminds ue* Some 
copies of FIDO this month will. ;go out with Heinlein’s Denvention speech 
- wil] those people, receiving same be so kind as to enclose the extra 
postal invovled with their next letters to me?

hew chum and participator in FC3?0 is Ron L.Bradbury of 34 Ghorley 
Road,.. Swinton,’Manchester. Gosh, another Mancunian I

And that ends the broadcast for this month. Lets hope for more 
news next month, ano a Happy Christmas tn all •!’

either by name 
% X did would 

and I mi ?ht as 
SANDS OF TIME? A 
... Iviy nickname for

■Thou#i I would

4

_thoush.ee
stor.es


Page. 6 ................................................................................ "Futurfean War Digest"
PjAGAZINE. REVIEWS "FaMOUS FANTASIC LiYSTERIES" 

the feature scry of ths October .1941 issue, "Palos of the Log Star Pack" 
by J* U* Gieay, rather disapcinted me to tell you the truth. It is a tale 
with a ;2yeat reputation but whilst good, it isnt that good. To those fond 
of what it iinblushindy is - fantastic adventure - I should highly recce* 
mend it as reminiscent of sone of Burroughs best. ’Tis a tale af intri tue 
on another planet, to which the hero introduces cur civilisations ^reat 
~2its m the shape of offensive amanents, sc that Ri'ht can triumph;, and 
his lady love be wen. Lovecraft's "Colour Out of Space" seconds this off
ering most ably and "The Readers Viewpoint" includes another bulletin fror 
Frank Edward Arnold, Science - Fiction Association (sin)

The December '41 issue brines us the third in George 2x1 lan England? 
bright trilogy. Following "Darkness and Dawn" & "Beyond the Great Oblivi
on" we are treated to "The Afterglow" a tale of the re-establishment of 
civilisation by a nan and woman who have survived a terrific natural cat
aclysm, remaining in a state of suspended animation for some thousands of 
years, and then leading the scanty and barbarous decenuents of the Ameris- 
ans back to their lest heritage. We found it most interesting but sli "htly 
irritating at times. "The Lost Garden" -Max Brand was merely mediocre, but 
"Crimes of the Year 2000" - Ray Cummings was astonishingly good.

FFM is keeping up quite a good standard especially by the use of 
the longer, and therefore better built-up and developed stories, thcu-^i 
it is certainly surprising how disapointing the early "classics" turn cut 
to be (though that does not mean they are not good) in comparison with 
quite a lot of todays muoh-mali gne d - output.

And we finish the page with a little overflow from Penny's COSMOS.

L/LTh iTE.YS^ AI'E) REVIEWS. AI70THER, CASUALTY - John Morgan reports that he has g o "t 
his call-ing up papers, end by now has reported for duty with the Royal Corps, of 
Signals. Our best wishes go to him in this trying time, and lot's hope the war's 
soon over. "SRiGEWAYS'* Oct. '41 has just arrived along with our old friend "FAY.1 
The former has a fairly good cover by Doc Lwndes, .-nd an awful back cover by Rob
ert A. Nelson.. The material is all fairly ^ood, but there are only two outstand
ing items. Jidner's "20,000 Leagues over i^e Road" a humourous article about the 
famous Skylark of Woo-woo", and "A Collector Speaks" (Part two) by Lorry B, Faro.

. 1 thc rGst is Pretty good (ranging in ratings from about 2 to 7) but none 
of it is really outstanding. The latter("3YY") has a Turner front cover which is 
one of the screwiest looking things I’ve seen for a while (or maybe I don't appre
ciate art). Back cover (also Turner) is a moderately good nic. of some young }&js 
who looks fairly pleasing to thc eye, Another issue is promised! Best feature 
is DRSrnith’s COSMIC CASE No. 5 (thc old NOVAS TERRAS scries), closoly followed by 
his third part of THE R0/D TO FAME. Next comes FOR NO APPARENT REASON. and allho 
rest, of the material follows closely behind. General comment very enjoyable.. 
but not as good as thc previous Webster issue. PLANET STORIES FOR WINTER '41-'42 
has an excellent cover which I believe is by Bok. Interiors are by Bok, Lynch ML 
i.iorcy, & Stevens. Material not read as yet, but SaM has another short in. MAN OF 
THE STARS, as well as being spotlighted in thc FEATURE FKASH (his little lift) his§ 
tory). There are 4 novelets, by Bond, SaM, Alan Connell, and Gummings (ugh!). & 
five shorts by Basil Wells, James Norman, Hchry Hasse, FBLong, and Robert 6. Lew
is. The VI3IGRAEH is enlarged, and it is one of the best reader's depts, of any 
pro that I know of. PLANET can go a long wy, but the material is still poor. A 
the authors still hacks. Still, it's-worth reading & Editor Reiss -is sincere.
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-BOB GIBSON comments on FJJ'TTASI-i.

I h. d the good fortune to sec 
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and am unable to praise most of 
it highly enough. Th
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*1 have not as yet
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■'traced it to Harry Syms sc 
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*TIME I
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.lYS .115.-11 sh back, I have 

far 
anyone got it after him 
I'.t me know, IN THEMEL'^L. 
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.nu .i. oonus 02 3d per mag, to anyone sending me the 
J’ APr»> and May ’39; Feb. ’40 BRE of ASFjUNK- 

nu BRA j-.L.-rcr. ’ 4C; MaR^JEL T. U:]3 Dec, ’39, Write before
Here's your chance to get sonu, dough for nothirg

■ - ODD COHN, STAR HIKER, & L-xST & FIRST HEN IN L01£ 
for mle; again write before sending, and I will pcy 
of 1/- for the three. THESE R.J WJ'TTED TOY B.'JDLY.
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'die guys who have sent me material and comments ...on the 
■ho^-. ith their kind co-operation are enabling YOU to

S bill moic material is needed though, so why not spend
, ° short story or article for me? Or bettor still a LONG

0It . .nOt 8'*’*’• isSU° °f "OTEE"> or 11’ ! '-rc is it -.-ill probaWte
vv..y as I navo Ti oxan, coining up about the; laid’lo of Dec., .and as much as
I'd sooner be xssuing "COMTE", I'll have to got do;n to some 'setting. Hor.ov^

2eaii



!’C"’ll be back again in full force in Fehur.a’y. Will correspondents please note., 
that from Dec. 1st onwards my correspondence is liable to become somewhat erratic 
and may even cease altogether for a time. Hove ver ’ tis only momentary. I was 
thinking the other day, that it might be nice\-thing-to find out who Britain’s top 
fan was, so how about a'P?n Poll to'find Briff .in’a.' number one fan?? Let me- know 
•eh'.'.t you.think of the idea-when you ’.'rite, an<l if the majority agree, I can give 
you full details in the next full sized issue. Just to finish up with, if any US 
fan sends mo any nags., and doesn't got on acknowledgment of their receipt from me 
within a reasonable time, lie may tales it that either the mags., or my acknowlodg - 
mont have been sunk, and can act accordingly. I .-Iways acknowledge receipt of an* 
vthin.o‘ as soon as possible, so if you don’t get a reply within a reasonable time , 
drop me c line, and I’ll investigate. With that we'll close this "Renny says”cd- 
i tori al for this issue, and. here’s hoping you enjoy ’’C” as much as I've enjoyed... 
preparing it for you. • ' Keep Smiling.
;; ,.{:;c ,;r * * * * # $ $* * * * ■?* * * * ❖ ** ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * *** *•* * * * * * *

I title- this, "S.yd_ Birchby Says,.........11

I like fan-mags. Sometimes they run intelligent articles, and one can see that., 
someone’s been thinking, or they have a little genuine humour, end artistic merit 
-nd that makes up for the lords of guff and cross-talk, or the private jokes and 
recondite allusions to obscure events.**********Even worse are the magazines edited 
by people -.ho have but one- God, Science-Fiction^ a deity to be t orshippod to ex
clusion, studied in every -.him, and copied in speech, menne-r .nd thought to the... 
lest degree. Those ghastly little sheets that .appear from nowhere and whose car
eer resembles th?t of a deflating balloon, you know the kind of things I mean.**** 
******i accuse you of betraying the present high level of '‘COSMOS11 and yourern 
good judgment by seeking to emulate those fizz-bangs. Wnen you soy, in .asking for 
contributions, that you v nt no controversies started, except about science-fiction 
pure and simple, you strike a body blow at the thinking section of fandom.******** 
**Controversies, provided they ore good-natured ones, arc chc lifcblooo. ox x<.ncioit, 
just as of any social activity. Of course, I don’t say that we should indulge in 
mud-slinking or personal abuse. ****** **:4*B\it to stipulate that ”COSMOS'* must res
trict itself to arguments over the r. 1. tivo merits of Wells and Wuinbaum is the 
surest way of having a fan-feud start, due to sheer boredom.*##*******If fans want 
to talk politics, let them, subject to the usual war-time restrictions on free sp
eech, nd if they wont to tilt oy Inst society’s beloved twin windmills, Religion 
and Sex, then why not, for in England at least, most fans capable of provoking such 
a controversy may be trusted not to offend against manners and good taste.******** 
**3cmsnticaliy speaking science fiction 'pure and simple’ cannot be controversial, 
because it is not either pure- or simple. It is a literary lorr.i expressive of and 
catering to humanity’s wonder at life and its possibilities, thro wonder having... 
been brought nearer to tangibility by what is loosely callee. the industrial revol
ution’, which therefore biossos the literature toward ’science’ in its strict sen
se of the physical sciences,. It is ciuite conceivable that society might have re
ceived its impetus from something other than industrialise.cion, sir .11 we s^y, .app
lied ethics (it would have done if Christ’s teachings had prevailed, and aid, in 
fact, do so until the Renaissance - to some extent) . Society would have then pi
nned their hopes for progress on psycholog)'', morals and spiritual growth, and sh - 
ould express it by what nay bo called ’ethic-fiction’, rus opposed to 1 science-fic
tion* .**********In passing, such an ’ethic-fiction’ did once exist, of which Bun
yan’s ’’Pilgrim’s Progress'’ id the typc.**********^^ should not, therefore,consid
er science-fiction as a. s...If-sufficient unity. There is no irrelevancy in the... 
fact that a mentality that reads sfn. also reads, and. reads with care, books o n 
music and religion, or radical politics. It vould -not oe true to the context of 
the sfn. mxjvexaeiit if it did n(yt»**********I'Tow> lut*s a onniiv^ursy about con

/-troversics



IdtT++D+E+F+E4-N+C+E by the Editor*

The policy of "COT! TIE" is to please the majority. Real fans, I think, constitute 
only about 40% of "FIDO’S" readers, and of th.se 'real fans’ about 20% arc fairly 
nev- to the 2icld (as I am). Those new. fans arc sfn. fans (as the- 'old guard''were 
a number of years ago), and their God nt the moment is sfn.. Maybe in anothertwo 
or three years they vdll be as you arc now, but we are dealing with the present.
The majority ox letter.0 Ji-.i, I have received commend .me on my present policy and 
it is the majority that counts. The minority (for let uS assume for the moment., 
that you and your kind are in the minority) will not'like "C", but -is you know it 
is impossible to please everybody. My policy is one that has been .well thought., 
out in the light of the above facts, and until thv ‘majority demand otherwise ' that 
policy will .remain unchanged. We have BIBLIOPHhN which caters for the desires of 
the minority, and any time you want I am certain that Messrs. lobster. and Medhurst 
will allow you to discuss politics etc. there. ’The fact that sheets such as -BIB 
arc not popular with the majority, is proved beyond all doubt by the failure of... 
CSYfs w'R BULL- some time back. However I am willing to feature all sides in this 
matter, and. should the M’JORITY demand it, "C’"ll drop its pure sfn. policy. So 
it' is up to you now. To meet the demands of the minority half .way, I will feat - 
Lire ope article of ..a controversial nature each issue - provided it is reasonably 
sensible end constructive. So ‘it* s up to you again to write the articles if yo u 
want-them featured. I don't think "CONNIE"'s career is going to resemble that of 
a deflating balloon (not from the letters of praise- I have sb far received at any 
rate) , and I don't think it's a fizz bong. I produce it for pleasure purely and
simply - entirely for my ov.n pleasure - -nd it exists at j-iy whim. But', I do try 
to. please the majority, and that is whci\, you always win in the long run.***

;*I, agree with you that good-natured controversies arc the life-blood of fandom, but 
there arc not many politic-'.! controversies etc. which arc good-natured. They all 
seem to qnd up in that "mud-slinging and abuse" that you do not wont. ;As to rel
igion and politics the above idua of featuring one article per issue applies, but 
I ILL NEVER FE .TUBE SEX IN THIS SHEET. Sex cannot, in any way, be argued into., 
sfn., as religion and politics con. In- the latter eases I am willing to give you 
the.benefit of the doubt, but in the former ease I do not, and never will, agree . 
Sex, featured in "FIDO", is dangerous to its very existence, and so to quote-Mike, 
"I do think the sex angle is completely out of place - besides, being dangerous- to 
the continuance of "FIDO" - if the police start thinking things". That, is from 
source that can over-ride anything I may feature here, end refuse to print it. Ho 
is right, so if you don't like "FIDO" start asking for sex, and get it banned. As 
for the majority o. f-.ns not offending against good taste, I say that that’s driv
el pure and simple. In the her t of a feud, most fans do not bother about 'good 
taste’ , and a lot of their re-marks arc most offensive, to the majority of readers . 
Thus I hope I have answered you fully, and' put up a .good defence. The decision., 
no- rests with YOU, & YOU, & YOU, and until I hear the majority-tolling me I’m in 
the; wrong - CONNIE UILL REM YIN SCIENCE FICTION SHEET. . ■ Thank you.
* $ # >:< * --x a » * * >:< >x ❖ « « « # >:< * « * * * # * >:< * * * # * « » * •:< $ * >:< * •:< * >:< >:< >;< >:•- * # * * * >;< * * * # >;< >:< a * >:<a-* « * * * » # >;< * * # * * #

IF YOU DIDH’ T KNOW IT.............

1. The Dee. ’41 F.F.rl. has an excellent Finlay cover for the third of the D;YRK- 
NESS & DAW triology - THE \FTERGLOW by George Allan England. The really remark
able hum.aness of Finlay' ; liumans is a thing to. marvel at. THE . JPTERGLOW is ill
ustrated by Paul in the interior, and he has done some really excellent pictures • 
It.-is for’Beatrice and Yllan to create a new world for mankind against the sub
human anthropp.il■ , -nd the' hove; many things to conquer before the world can again 
become the- free pl'-cc it”--, .s. There arc two short stories THE LOST GYREEN by



H-x Br-nd, (illustr-tcd ‘by Finlay in liis bcutiful weird style), and the first of. 
s series of CRIMES OF THE IE,'R 2000 by Ray Chmpings. The former is a weird trie 
of - meeting that had been foredoomed five hundred years before, and which no man 
could prevent. Thu latter is the first of a series which arc to bo reprinted... 
from time to time. -end '.it is really a crime -.tory placed in the future, where cr
imes .-re easier, but detection more inf-lliblc.'1-1*^'’**5’”"**'?-. .T.Vf.S. Oct. ’41 is. 
not recommended to -nyone who likes good sfn. • The cover 1 i for 'Jell—
man’s ISL/’ND IN THE Sid is. by Bclorski. It is ’ ell painted, mid above the usual 
lousy standard set by T. 7.S.’s covers. Even then, the scene depicted is never 
mentioned in the story .as it is dram, oven though there is something similar. I 
suppose that tint doesn’t matter to th. readers'of T.W.S. though. ISL’HD IN THE 
SKI is b.......... r-.ful even though illustrated by Paul. The- paper is lousy, -nd
all the illustrations barring Pauls, -nd one Finlay 'orc absolutely awful. There 
-re five shorts and every one is a sheer waste of paper. Dick Wilson’s THE PUR
PLE BIT 13 THE BEST STORY (sorryI) in the issue, nd that is only mediocre. THS 
should hove gone better when it ■'.vent bi-monthly, but it’s a dam sight worse if 
one goes by this issuo.**********^ ■ ASTOUNDING Nov. ’-1-1 is something like a dec
ent mag. should be. The cover for Doc. Smith’s SECOND ST.-GE LSli'TSiIEN is, I think 
one' of'Roger's best for a while. Done, in light colours -.hich blend perfectly... 
it is a master piece of art work. Thu Loneman looks, like he should, do - tough 
and ready for anything. (He also resembles Ron Holmes in a vague sort of w-yl).... 
The- serial itself I will comment on on its conclusion. It is in 4 parts, and 
looks well -up to Doc’s, usual swell style. Rogers does the interiors, end they 
are cyc-nlcaSing pieces of —ork. Other interiors are by Xpllikor, Kramer, Orban 
-nd Schneeman. . Thu'latter t o arc by f ar the bust -rtists, Thg?|ovclc;ttc is. 
by Seh.' ebner, and is one good piece of -.ork. A person who sftas=aua»»a«=«to=all we
apons; can- only be defeated by someone beyond -11 wo-pons. A gripping y.-rn with
-n excellent.surprise ending. There arc 5 shorts YOU* CAN’T'’.TIN by Malcolm... 
Jameson is a humourous little yarn vitli a new idea for cleaning out suckers but
there was a catch............ . FINITI by Grosser is a. neat little story., and tolls
you how a guy c-n lose liis girl, and in a few days time shu can be married and...
have r. full aged daughter. DIRECT ACTION by John Havkins is - little bit of
prop' g-nd- sfn. put in for luck - but it’s good. THE DOBR by Oliver Saari i’ ‘ s 
slightly.. more of the UITKPT0Y/1I type - the doo.r was to le-d him out of the desert , 
bu,t ironically enough it didn’t. Thu best of the shorts is SEAT OF OBLIVION . by' 
Eric Frank-Russell. The perfect hide out for - crook - in another man’s body; 
•4. Dec. UNKNOWN Y/ORLDS contains BIT OF TAPESTRY by Clove Cartmill concerning 3 
sisters who always. seemed to be changing names .and bodies.5. Nov.’ ’41 
ASTONISHING (courtesy Don Doughty) contains DAUGHTER 0? D/JUSNESS Rocklynnc’s sequdL 
to INOT THE DJJUCNESS and (quote)” On glancing tliru the mag. one queer thing struck 
me; this DAUGHTER OF D/RKNE3S has two illustrations, the first by Morey, and the' 
second by Bok{ That’s the first time I’ve ^ver seen one story illustratcdby two 
-rtists” (unquote) . ( S£r^_._gousJ AlAliAx Jil&w .P tory A th,' .fraQ.
different illustrators besides this?) . .
AVww ❖ •■>< * ■.< * # >:« # >:< # ❖ •;« # * *•:« # >:< # ?!< ❖* ❖ ❖ * * # >:« =? ❖ * ❖ ❖ >:< * >x * >:« >:< # ❖ * ❖ q -k*
F/J-T3IHE. DEPT. FAN-ATIC Sept. ’41 - pink cover and yellow paper (with' a bit. of , ,
l>luc for luck) . Material isn’t -s good as it might be. but it isn’t too bad.s:<*’:‘ 
Arthur Cusp’s poem - The b-llad of the Thrcv. Bold Fans (’..Idnor, Tucker.& Doc) is 
by far the bust feature of the issue.****:;gJLTR'/August 1941 - interesting, -nd ere 
of the better Aussie efforts. ii.'.tcrial rather poor though. ' AU3TRA FJJ'JT.kSI 
Juno ’41 - best Aussie effort - 4 colours .-nd legible - material not so hot thoigh 
SPACEVu'RD August ’41 - small but decent Aussie effort - material is pretty good • 
’/.•J7ELEHGTH Summer ’41 (H.A.Ackerman) - very poor appearance -nd get up, but the 
material is pretty good. /All Heil the BSF'JRS A BRE of UHGIOUN./



Firstly we cone to our old friend S X D B I -1 C II B Y ♦ -youth he, 11 Welcome 
back to the miasmal svamp of fandom, and may it bo many long, months before you sink 
under the goo”. (Well according to my horoscope "COI'ETIE11111 last until the march 
issue, phen she v:ill retire for the swwp.er months, so that she may at lost reap a 
rew~ard f or her labours. She.-1 ill be back next October, if she manages to pass- a 
rather difficult exanu)
Howr ROBE R T J . S I _L B U R N has his say, ”Congrats, on putting out ■ ”COMM
IE", and for refusing to print overlibellqus stuff. Also for revicw.dng Yank pro
zines.- Re the latter, don’t forget to refer to the cover, and its artist;and tell 
the reviewer to get another adjective besides “smashing”. (Thankee very much, oh 
comrade, and I have seriously reprimanded myself for using “smashing11 top much.In
cidentally, the revicw.-s seem to have been the best feature of the issue, and thu s 
more gpace is given to ’cm"tliis time)*"
Canadian Bob C I B S 0 IT drops us a line, “Sullivan’s “AFTER ’59, THIS?.“indicates 
that fans can laugh at themselves* (So do lots of other things - and ity^’&teal,- 
thy symptom). •
Our ink-bedaubed (?) duplicator j . H I C HAL R 0 S E IT ,B L U M crushes the) 
following into a rushed letter (Do you ever got any time for yourself, Mike?'.) f’lfe 
come to "COSMOS” again - welcome indeed, as the nurnboi- of sheets is dwindling rath
er ominously. People getting called-up and similar catastrophes - too too bad... 
(Wo still have “STAR PARADE" though). About "COIXTIE", very nice. Recommend pro
zinc reviews. Would bo very grateful if you take- over and tackle reviewing fan
zine s• (Editors please note- that I now- have official sanction - so in futyrc you 
know here to send your *m.?.gsl Will also take oyer personal notices from "Fide” so 
fans -jLo.aso 'ndtpy ‘ <
P E R E K "i . G- A R D I IT E R comments, “The review- of "FANTASIA” I foupS. §fery 
interesting, and when I read further back in "Pido"' that they •were cutting* the‘ev
olution sequence altogether it ".made my blood boil (l line’s still over heated).. It’s 
strange how good it makes you feel to see reviews although probably -you will never 
even 'get a smell of half of them.
ART WILLI A II S in a vain attempt to caach up with his correspondence says, 
"COITl'TIE"- is "swcllT" fThank you for your, exhaustive criticism Art, and I hope you 
will continue to .rovic.-.-- :rC" fully •■-s above t.irou/hout the WintcrfT)
Next wo get .our old friend, and one of our best writer's, R 0 N H 0 L M E S, w h o
complains for once, “’C* vros bit of a. moss, Jliyht) You were far too anxious
to got it out. You should be like Ken, he uses his brain. (lien, please note.... 
that someone thinks you have a brain! I) No good material - no “S.P. ’• Then you
can’t say "S.P." is fallin; into a. rut. (All, but ~.u have some good jiir.tcri.-.l now,
THOUGH T/E STIEL- WATT liORE, including a swell,story by Don Doughty cnMtlo.d "ACCID
ENT”. It is definitely excellent.) “ ' • A
And now for the sailor himself, D.O.-N  - -~J~- -d Tkw A . ~ still at Sea' (ugh! I), 
"CONNIE" 4 has been real anc" duly'digested (How/ you _fc.-..lin'X after it? - I wouldn’t 
re ally, enjoy the paper yy/self, but there’s no ?.c count in,-7f or tastes!) EnJ oy ad... 
Art’ s revic- of .“FA?L’ASIA“ - tho’ he hardly seems to .have written it ^/.ith enough. • 
care for it to be meant for *-n article - letter excerpt? (Right) Review:' good, 
but -rather adjectival. Reprint poetry excellent. Editorial inviting (to v-hat?) 
Do you mean to :uoto letters at all in future? (Yes, if I have space, and don' t 
foci too tired and fed up) • Considering the lack of material- and necessity to re
print it’s an encouraging re-start (.-nd it w/on’t finish like last time, pe hope!) » 
D 0 IT K 0 U S ? 0 IT says-,“I. did like “C“, and am looking forward to an 8- pager. 
Howrcver •'■hat -bout a change in nay.io? (Sorry, but no -.dice).
Lastly J A C K C- I ?3 S 0 N (that grand SEX ‘juy) says,1 C-la.d you're carrying on- the 
Heinlein discuss., likcwd-s reviews. -- "C"‘-fills gap left -by “TT”. ' (Oh yeah???) .



II S I H a x H P S Y 0 1I0.L 0_GlX^4 W <Hck .Qibson>

If os Doug VTcbstcr says in TT 8, Heinlein’s psychology is that of a tiro, then-the 
sooner wo get a few tiro psychologists at the I uni.;try of Information the better.* 
$«9gt9gt«##*’iwpo support his contention, Dt cites tie character CALHOUN m SIXTH COL” 
WvDT, saying that for this person .to go er assy rxl imagine himself the god MOTA was 

gainstwhr?t little sm'.ll amount of character CAIriOIDT had been given. Was it? I 
don’t- thinJe so. '• Those v.ho .have read th., story will remember that CALHOUN was rep
resented as being an irascible but brilliant scientist who is a little rcsentfulof 
ARD-'ORE*s usurpation of command. as rhe svorj- progresses^ this resentment in
creases in a suite logical manner and for reasons which arc obvious. From the.-., 
oh: meter which Heinlein has given CALHOUN it h perfectly safe to assume that such 
a person would brood over -ny wrongs which. ho frncios have been done to him. Me
thinks the Webster will agree that brooding an§-self- pity arc short cuts to mental 
derangement, and who known what form that derailment mey take? Maybe DW is com
petent to predict what course it will take. Is that a subtle- crack trying to. 
pet ? st my censorship of libel policy??) I’i not.**********0110 example docs not 
wov<j - case however. '.That of the very excellent psychology that is abund'ntly.. 
evident, in "IF THIS GOES ON", "UNIVERSE’’ & "OlkON SENSE"? Hardly that of a tiro 
oh .Doug?
,0<+* +«+* +*+*+*+* +* +*+*+:':+ *+* +*+*+*+*+« +*+* -A- *+*+* +* +*+*+*+*+* +*+*+* +* +* +* +* +*+* 

WHY "THANK. nEAVEN FOR HEINLEL'T"? >(_ Fr.-nJe Mills (anyone know vho hens?)

.1‘too do not t'-ale to Heinlein, so according to jou, Ted, I am one of the minority 
But m*.ybc I sni no4 a -minority speaker. If some xoplu rend a story end cannot un- 
derstohd it, but feel thai there-is something-,pbmt. it that ought to make it a sw
ell yam, they v ill put ’a "very good" comment -1 cage ide it, even though they, not 
b ..-lug c Ught the point of the yarn, have not ix. ly enjoyed it. This deliberate 
falsity of comments, is, no doubt, induced, by the ?act that cvcrypn. gays ASE is 
th best mag., and features the only really’good aithors in the sfn. field. As 
a result of "this, and the fact thnt JWO raves overall of Heinlein’s stories, a 
poor bewildered guy reading .ASF (the normal averag. reader) will not want to writ© 
to J-7C and tell him that Heinlein stinks, because . . (the reader) could not under
stand the story. No, ho v-on’t hove the nerve. Ie’11 take the easy path and run 
with the crowd, praising Heinlein to the skies, thugh ho know's that what ho says . 
is false. No, ted, if some of Heinlein’s- stories arc too deep for you .(a veteran 
fen) there will be many, many average readers who ill not understand thciji. In 
this case the above will apply, and thus I’ve trice to prove to you that the mind 
of man works in such way that though Heinlein may be rated high, it may be fear,
-nd not phychology that puts him in that liigji ploc^

1ST FLICim.
-----

Though somov.hst old to most of you, THE DEVIL 
od in Blackburn. The ads. said it w.?.s spine 
ploo.se not scream. I vent hoping for one of 
r.-en, but al&5, alack. I was not in the- least 

;hs end gr.v

BAT vita Bela Lugosi ho 
chilling,, horrific, and would women 
the best horror films I’d aver have 
moved as tie victims went to their. • 

deaths ?nd gave hoarse- yells end screams. No, if you like detective pics., don’t 
miss this, but if you want horror, save your money, sucker. Brother Lugosi^ , is 
once more r. mod scientist, trying to revenge himself on setae persons v.ho he thinks 
have cheated him. He develops a large bat (with the appropriate flashes of intri» 
electrical apparatus) and some lotion that it hates. He gives the lotion to his 
victims to rub on their necks as slaving lotion, then sets the bat loose, am it., 
attacks the person v.-ith, the lotion on them. He. i.s defeated... t I'fst by .a rogcricr

ploo.se
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